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As we move into a new phase of technology  
next semester, it is important to review  

responsible use of materials we use in our  
classrooms. 

 
 

Mastery Objective: 
Participants will demonstrate an 
understanding of their copyright 

responsibilities by explaining the correct use 
of copyright protected materials in the 

classroom. 



FAIR USE 
 

The Fair Use Provision of the 
Copyright Act of 1976 is found in 

Section 107 United States Code 17, 
and is intended to balance the 

interests of copyright owners with 
the needs of others who need access 

to copyrighted material. 

www2.honolulu.hawaii.edu/facdev/guidebk/policies/copyrite.htm 



“Fair Use” is the key to whether 
or not copying a work is legal. 

 

1. Purpose and character of the use 

 
2.  Nature of the copyrighted work 

 
  3.  Amount and substantiality of the 

 portion to be used in relation to the 
 copyrighted work as a whole.  
 

   4. Effect of use on the potential market 

www2.honolulu.hawaii.edu/facdev/guidebk/policies/copyrite.htm 



 Is the use for nonprofit, educational, or 

commercial use?  
 

  Just because the use is educational does not 
mean it is fair.   

 
 

 

www2.honolulu.hawaii.edu/facdev/guidebk/policies/copyrite.htm 



  What is the intent of the work?   If the work 

to be used is factual in nature, as opposed 
to works involving more creative expression 
it will tend to fall under fair use. 

 
 

   If it was created by you, for your class, then 
another person copying for their class 
without permission is a copyright violation. 

www2.honolulu.hawaii.edu/facdev/guidebk/policies/copyrite.htm 





If the copying of the copyrighted material 
reduces the potential market and therefore the 
potential sales and profit, that use is unlikely to 
be found a fair use.  
 
For example, if you copy a workbook page or a 
chapter from a textbook you are depriving the 
copyright holder of profits. 
Just because you are not gaining financially 
from the material does not mean you can use it. 

 www2.honolulu.hawaii.edu/facdev/guidebk/policies/copyrite.htm 



Copyright and Electronic Publishing 
 
The same copyright protections exist for the 
copyright holder of a work regardless of 
whether the work is in print, in a library 
research database, a blog, an online discussion 
board or comment space, or any social media 
formats. 
 
If you make a copy from an online source for 
your personal use, it is more likely to be seen as 
fair use. However, if you make a copy and put it 
online, it is less likely to be considered fair use. 
 
 
 

Used by permission from University of 
Maryland University College. 
www.umuc.edu  

http://www.umuc.edu/


Copyright and Electronic Publishing 
 
 
Note that the Internet IS NOT the public domain.  
 
There are both copyrighted and uncopyrighted 
materials online.  
 
Always assume a work online is copyrighted.   

Used by permission from University of 
Maryland University College. 
www.umuc.edu  

http://www.umuc.edu/


Tips for Using Online Information 
 
Always credit the source of your information. If 
you do not see an individual named as the 
author, do not forget that the author may in fact 
be the organization responsible for the Web site. 
Credit the organization. 
 
Find out if the author of a work (e.g., text, video, 
audio, graphic, etc.) provides information on how 
to use his or her work. If the author provides 
explicit guidelines, follow them. 
 

Used by permission from University of 
Maryland University College. 
www.umuc.edu  

http://www.umuc.edu/


Tips for Using Online Information 
 
Whenever feasible, ask the copyright holder for  
permission. If no copyright holder is specifically  
named, do not assume that the material is in  
the public domain.  
 
Keep a copy of your request  
for permission and the permission received 

 

Used by permission from University of 
Maryland University College. 
www.umuc.edu  

http://www.umuc.edu/


What do educators need to do 
if they want to use copyrighted 
materials and “fair use” does 

not apply? 
 
 

Educators must secure prior written 
permission.  



Used by permission from University of 
Maryland University College. 
www.umuc.edu  

http://www.umuc.edu/


Students are under the same law. 
 
 

We must educate our students on  
“Fair Use”  

and their responsibilities while using 
resources. 



If You Don't Own the Copyright- 
Ask Yourself:  

 

 Is the work in the public domain?  
 Does "fair use" apply here?  
 Do I have the owner's permission to use it?  
 

If you can say “no" to all of these but go ahead 
and use the material anyway, you are violating 

the copyright laws.  
 

Simply citing the source information DOES NOT 
protect users from copyright infringement. 



Scenario #1 
 

A teacher is interested in linking to an 
article from a magazine to Edmodo for his 
students to read.  
 

Fair use? 
 
Yes. “Linking” anything for your students is 
considered fair.  You are simply directing 
your students to the source. 

 



Scenario #2 
 
 

A teacher has identified a chapter from a 
book that she wants to digitize and post on 
her Google Drive.  
 

Fair use? 
 
No. Posting a chapter would require 
permission from the creator. 
 



Scenario #3 
 

The teacher wants to use a clip of a TV show 
to get the students “hooked” before 
presenting the content.  
 

Fair use? 
 

Yes. A portion copyrighted motion media 
work may be reproduced or otherwise 
incorporated as part of an educational 
project.  

 



Scenario #4 
 
 

A teacher would like to use a piece of clip 
art as part of their power point 
presentation? 

Fair use? 
Yes. Clip art within purchased software or 
“free” online may be used.  Using photo 
images will require permission.  

 
 
 



Ticket Out 
 

3. Name three things I need 
permission to copy. 
 

 
2. Name two things I can 

copy freely. 
 

 
1.  Name one thing I need to 

share with my students 
about copyright law. 

 
 


